
  

Deschampsia danthonioides 

2 florets per spikelet 

Glumes obscurely 
1-3 nerved 

Both lemmas 
with awns from 
below midlength 

Ventenata dubia 

2 or 3 florets per spikelet 

Glumes 
conspicuously 
5-9 nerved 

Lemmas longer 
than 5mm, 
dimorphic, 
bottom lemma 
with awn from tip 



 

 Ventenata dubia Deschampsia danthonioides 
Glume veins (3)5-9, conspicuous 1-3, inconspicuous 
Florets 2-3 per spikelet 2 per spikelet 
Lemmas 5-10 mm 1.5-3 mm 
Awns top lemma(s) w/ awn arising from below 

midlength,  
bottom lemma with awn arising from tip 

both lemmas w/ awns arising from below 
midlength 

Ligules 1-8 mm long 
acute to obtuse, usually lacerate 

(0.5)2-3(4.7) mm long 
acute to acuminate, entire 

Nodes purple-black greenish to brownish, not strongly contrasting 
w/ culms 

Source: Carex Working Group 2016. Draft key to grasses of Oregon and Washington.  

 

 

Ventenata dubia 

w/ purple-black nodes 

 

 


